
PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES

Yogesh Kumar Maurya

Yogesh  Kumar  Maurya  is  presently  posted  as  OSD (Telecom),  Department  of  Information

Technology & Communication (DoIT&C), Govt of Rajasthan on deputation. He has more than

20 years of experience in Telecom Sector which includes Switching and Transmission system

installation and O&M. He has worked as DGM(Planning) in Rajasthan Telecom Circle, BSNL

wherein the planning for transmission rings (OFC rings), OFC equipment planning, Planning

and roll  out of FTTH services  in Rajasthan were carried out.  Presently, he is  looking after

networking  projects  of  Govt  of  Rajasthan,  which  include  RajSWAN,  SecLAN (Jaipur  city

MAN),  Wi-fi  in  300+ Govt  buildings  across  Rajasthan.  He has  also  planned  and finalised

RajNET project under which connectivity to all  Gram Panchayats is being extended mainly

over VSAT and lease lines.

Rishab Bailey

Rishab Bailey is a practicing advocate. He also consults for ThoughtWorks, Society for

Knowledge  Commons  and  Newsclick.  His  primary  work  is  in  the  areas  of  IP, tech  and

communication law. He has previously worked with Amarchand & Mangaldas from 2007 to

2010 followed by a short stint at the Software Freedom Law Center.

Abhay Karandikar

Abhay Karandikar is a currently a Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering,

IIT Bombay. He served as the Head of the Department from January 2012 to January 2015. He

is currently spearheading IIT Bombay's efforts in setting Research and Innovations Park at IIT

Bombay. He  is  also  the  Head  of  Tata  Teleservices  IIT Bombay  Center  for  Excellence  in

Telecom and  recently  launched  National  Center  of  Excellence  in  Technology  for  Internal

Security.  Dr  Karandikar  has  several  international/national  patents  issued  and  pending,

contributions  to IEEE/3GPP standards,  contributed chapters  in  books and large number of

papers in  international  journals and conferences to  his  credit.  Dr. Karandikar  has received

many awards  including two time award for excellence in  teaching at  IIT Bombay, NASI-

Reliance Industries Platinum Jubilee award 2012, Dr Vikram Sarabhai Research award 2010

among others.



Amitabh Singhal

Amitabh Singhal served as Senior Vice President of GTL Ltd. He is on the Board of The

Public Interest Registry managers of .ORG, the internet home of all non profits and recently

launched.NGO domain extension. He is the Founder and former President of ISP Association,

which spearheaded the move towards privatisation and liberalisation of Internet in India, and

was involved in helping develop all policy & regulatory pieces for the Internet industry up to

2006 and some afterwords. He is also the Founder Board Member and Former CEO of NIXI.

in  whose  tenure,  .IN  ccTLD  was  re-launched.  He  also  serves  as  the  Director  of  Telxess

Consulting  Services  Pvt.  Ltd.  and  is  on  the  Governing  Council  of  Digital  Empowerment

Foundation.

Amrita Choudhury

Amrita Choudhury has over 15 years of hard core operational experience in the field of IT

and Internet services. Her involvement at the grass root level for more than a decade with

Internet penetration across the country, has given her a comprehensive understanding of the

dynamics  of  the  Public  Internet  Access  providers  (Cybercafes  and  CSC’s),  the  current

challenges and the opportunities this sector presents.  She is an ardent advocate that the each

citizen in India can be only become empowered with the help of Internet awareness. Besides

being a student of Public Policy and Regulations pertaining to Telecom, IT & ITES, Internet

Governance,  e-Commerce,  eSecurity  and Internet  & Broadband,  Amrita  has  certificates  in

Internet Governance and Advanced Phased Certification on Security. She has a 6 sigma black

belt certification and holds a Post Graduate degree in Management.

Aruna Sundararajan

Aruna Sundararajan is a senior member of the Indian Administrative Service, with over 32

years of experience in the National and Federal Governments. Currently, she is the Additional

Secretary, Telecom and Administrator of the Universal Service Obligation Fund, Govt of India

& CMD, BBNL heading the NOFN under the 'Digital India' Program. Previously, she was

involved in establishing the National Internet Centre Project covering 100,000 villages across

the country under India's National e-Governance Programme (NeGP). She also commissioned

India's  first  wireless  connectivity  project  at  Malappuram  district  in  Kerala.  She  has  also



spearheaded the establishment of state wide IT infrastructure including Wide Area Networks

and Data Centres across 28 states in India.

Dipak Singh

Dipak Singh is  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Electronics  and Information  Technology

(DeitY), Govt of India. In DeitY, he is heading the E-Infra,  E-Learning and PEG divisions.  He

has done Masters in Applied Physics from Calcutta University. He has worked on the Universal

Electronic  Accessibility  Policy,  implementation  of  Information  Technology  Investment

Region(ITIR)  policy,  draft  Policy  on  Internet  of  Things.  He  is  responsible  for  Centre  of

Excellence for IoT which is being set up at Bengaluru in PPP mode. He is also responsible for

National Centre of Excellence for Flexible Electronics (NCFlexE) being set up at IIT Kanpur

and National Centre of Excellence in Technologies for Internal Security (NCETIS)  being set up

at IIT Bombay. He has earlier been associated with ERNET for more than 20 years and has an

experience in Internet technologies.

Mahesh Uppal

Mahesh Uppal is the Owner and Director of ComFirst (India) Pvt Limited, a consulting

company  specialising  in  regulatory  affairs  Telecommunications  Consultant.  His  consulting

work  includes  giving  strategic  advice  to  players  in  the  communications  sector  including

government, national & international agencies, telecom service providers, unions & consumer

bodies. He has also been deeply involved in the telecom deregulation in India and with the

work done to set up India’s first independent market regulator Telecom Regulatory Authority

of India.

N. Ramakrishnan

N.Ramakrishnan is a communication for social change (C4SC) professional, trainer and

author with more than 2 decades in the C4SC and community radio (CR) sectors. In addition

to his capacity building work with communities on CR, developmental filmmaking and low

cost radio and video technology, Ramakrishnan is the Founder/Director of  Ideosync Media

Combine, a C4SC organization based in the NCR of Delhi, India. Ideosync works to leverage

the  power of  communication  and media  to  create  new information  and knowledge flows,

leading to better social,  political and economic outcomes for the marginalized. Community



participation, knowledge equity and freedom of speech remain guiding principles for its work

on  community  radio;  greater  citizen  access  to  media;  media  rights’  and  new  media

technologies. 

Naresh Ajwani

Naresh  Ajwani  works  as  an  Independent  Consultant.  He  has  previously  worked  as

Managing Director- Vihaan Networks Ltd. His journey started with serving the hinterland of

India as President – Sify, India’s first private ISP, with setting up of assistance internet kiosk

model – iWays in hundreds of small cities across India. Besides advocating for policies for

promoting right environment for ISPs as Secretary-ISPAI, in his capacity as NIXI Director,

amongst the other contributions, he had conducted a study on promotion of ccTLD (.in). Along

with other stake holders, he was instrumental behind the success of IGF 2008, Hyderabad,

India. With his multiple hats, serving FICCI as Chairman-Subcommittee Broadband & MAG

Member, he co-organized  the first India Internet Governance Conference, prelude to India

IGF & for  sharing  position  at  IGF 2012,  Baku.  He  has  been  a  key  member  of  Industry

Associations  like  TAIPA (Tower  &  Infrastructure  Providers  Association),  served  in  the

Advisory body of BBNL (Bharat Broadband Limited). He has been a Co-founder member of

IIIA (International Internet Industry Alliance) and has also served community at Asia Pacific

level as NRO-NC APNIC and globally, as Vice Chairman, Address Council for ICANN.

Nehaa Chaudhari

Nehaa Chaudhari  is a lawyer; a graduate of the National Academy of Legal Studies and

Research (“NALSAR”) University of Law at Hyderabad, India. She has an abiding interest in

intellectual property law, particularly in limitations and exceptions to copyright and related

rights.  Currently,  at  the  Centre  for  Internet  and  Society  (“CIS”),  New  Delhi,  she  is  a

Programme Officer, engaging primarily in research on intellectual property law and policy and

openness at the domestic and international levels.

Nikhil Pahwa

Nikhil Pahwa is the Founder, Editor and Publisher of MediaNama, the leading publication for

news and analysis on the evolving digital ecosystem in India. Nikhil has been involved with

online communities since 1999, and since 2006, has provided insight on business developments



related to online and mobile content, commerce, distribution and access businesses, as well as

the impact that laws, regulation and policy-making have had on the freedom of expression,

privacy and business in India. Prior to founding MediaNama in 2008, Nikhil was the Editor of

ContentSutra, a part of the ContentNext network of digital media focused publications, which

was bought by the Guardian Media Group, and is now owned by the GigaOm Network.  In

December 2012, Nikhil was named one of 37 “Indians of Tomorrow” under 35 by the India

Today magazine. 

Paola Di Maio

Dr. Paola Di Maio is a Multilingual Systemist, Knowledge Engineer, Lecturer, Researcher

Specializing in Socio Technical and Information Systems, ICT, engineering and operations.

She develops and delivers courses and learning experiences for Graduates and Postgraduates,

as well as knowledge products and services with particular emphasis on online information

and  its  role  in  organizational,  social  and  community  transformation  and  innovation.  She

publishes  advisories  and  give  talks,  manages  academic  and  industrial  delivery  projects

worldwide, sometimes remotely. She serve as a consultant for non profit sector in sustainable

and participatory project development and management worldwide, professionally co- leading

networked  ad  hoc  operations  in  the  humanitarian  and  emergency  management,  including

disaster planning and mitigation and logistics.

Rahul Tongia

Dr. Rahul Tongia is a Fellow with Brookings India. An expert in technology, policy and

design of infrastructure, his research covers energy, electricity, information technology and

telecommunications,  and sustainable development.  Current  work includes  Smart  Grids and

sustainable energy, and he has been active in issues of ICT for Development as well as the

Digital Divide. He was previously Vice-Chairman of the UN IT Task Force Working Group on

Low  Cost-Connectivity  Access/Enabling  Environment.  He  is  also  an  adjunct  professor  at

Carnegie Mellon University, and technical advisor for the Government of India’s Smart Grid

Task Force.

Rajen Varada

Rajen Varada is the CEO for the “Open Knowledge Community, an independent entity evolved



from the UNESCO Solution exchange ICTD and education communities. It is co-founded by

UNESCO, DEITY (GOI) and civil society organisations. He has over 15 years of experience in

the social development sector and knowledge management. He is associated with issues on e-

governance and development issues through the use of ICT to which he brings his expertise of

technology  background  and  grass-roots  experience  of  rural  and  urban  marginalized

communities. His prior engagements were as the resource person and moderator for the UN

Solution. Exchange ICTD community. Mr. Varada has been the project manager in UNICEF

Hyderabad.  His  work  in  UNICEF  has  won  the  national  Manthan  award  in  2005  and

international UN World summit award in e-health for the development of an ICT portal for

health called “Sisu Samrakshak”. Rajen Varada is the founding director of Technology for the

People (TFTP), a Non governmental organisation in South India that works towards providing

livelihood options for deprived communities by upgrading traditional skills to match modern

market requirements. He supports various organisations as advisor and as Board of Directors;

Open Knowledge Community, Founder Trustee; Technology For The People, Board of Trustees;

Indian  Heritage  Cities  Network  Foundation,

Board  of  Advisers;  North  East  Development  Foundation,  Board  of  Directors;

Digital Empowerment Foundation.

Smarika Kumar

Smarika Kumar is a consultant with the Alternative Law Forum. She graduated with a

bachelor’s  degree  in  law  and  arts  from  NLIU,  Bhopal.  Her  area  of  interest  lies  in  the

intersection  of  law,  science  &  technology  with  development.  She  works  on  legal  issues

concerning media content, ownership and infrastructure, media diversity, internet governance,

and the allocation of natural resources.

Srinivasan Ravindran

Srinivasan Ravindran is the Co-Founder of OneView Systems, and CellApp Technologies.

He Started his  career  as Lecturer  at  NSS Engg. College,  Palakkad in 1990. He carries an

extensive  experience  in  handling  training,  products,  services  and  research  in  various  ICT

related  activities.  “Open  Hardware”  and  “Internet  of  Things”  are  Srini's  current  areas  of

interest, both in business and research. Srini took the role of Director & CEO for OneView

Systems till 2010 and Director in charge of Business and Strategy Development for CellApp



Technologies till 2012. On joining ICFOSS, Srini led and successfully completed a DIT, Govt.

of India, funded research project on Android and continues as Senior Consultant on various

FOSS projects and evangelism. On social and professional front, works extensively with IEEE

and CSI. His tenure as Chair, saw IEEE Kerala Section selected as global outstanding section

and as Chair, CSI Trivandrum chapter, the best chapter in India. Srini is active member of

many social and professional groups including social media ones, in promoting technology for

social needs

Prabir Purkayastha

Prabir Purkayastha is an engineer and a science activist in the power, telecom and software

sectors. He is one of the founding members of Delhi Science Forum and its Secretary. He has

written and published extensively a variety of science and technology policy issues in several

leading journals and newspapers including ‘Economic and Political Weekly’, ‘Times of India’

and a number of Delhi Science Forum publications.

Roop Sharma

Roop Sharma joined the Cable TV Industry in 1989, as the first woman cable operator of

India.  She was elected as the General Secretary of Delhi Cable Operators Welfare Association.

In 1993, she was elected the founder President of Cable Operators Federation of India. She is

the  first  Indian  entrepreneur  nominated  as  a  member  of  Cable  and  Satellite  Broadcasters

Association  of  Asia  (CASBAA).  She  also  represented  the  industry  before  the  Joint

Parliamentary Committee for drafting the Convergence Bill. At Present she is a member of

National Task Force for curbing Piracy and Introduction of Conditional Access in the Cable

Television Networks. She has also been nominated as a member of the Steering Committee on

Communications and Information for the Eleventh Five-Year-Plan (2007-2012) in the Prime

Ministers Office (PMO) and is working with the Sub Group on Expansion and Digitization of

Cable TV Networks. She is a member of the Government Committee for reviewing the content

code for television channels. As a member representing the last milew cable operators, she

helps The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) in drafting various regulations that

help the industry grow.

Shyam Ponappa



Shyam Ponappa is a Distinguished Fellow at the Centre for Internet and Society, Bangalore

(cis-india.org),  focusing  on  broadband,  telecommunications,  and  spectrum  policy.  After

beginning his career in banking, he was a management consultant and investment banker (as a

Senior Manager, Price Waterhouse, San Francisco, and M&A Head for Citibank in India, then

managed a partnership in New Delhi doing alliances, strategy, and financial placements), and

thereafter a consultant in India and abroad. He has also advised the government on occasion

since 1990, primarily in telecommunications. A columnist for the Business Standard, he writes

on infrastructure and managing economic reforms.

Ram Bhat

Ramnath Bhat is co-founder of Maraa, a media and arts collective in Bangalore. Previously

having worked with VOICES and UNESCO, he has more than ten years of experience in the

media and communications for development sector- both at the grassroots and at the policy

and advocacy level.  His  interests  include:  design of  licensing  and spectrum allocation for

media;  policy  issues  for  FM/AM,  broadband  and  telecom  sectors.  He  has  completed  his

graduation  in  Media  and  Communication  for  Development  from  the  London  School  of

Economics.  He  is  currently  on  the  board  of  the  World  Association  of  Community  Radio

Broadcasters (AMARC).

Nikhil Dey

Nikhil Dey is an Indian social activist working for the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan

(MKSS) He has also woked for the NGO, Suchna Evum Rozgar Adhikar Abhiyan. He has

been  actively  working  for  the  Right  to  Food  and  other  Human  Rights  organisations.

Nikhil Dey initially worked at Khedath Mazdoor Sangathan in Madhya Pradesh.

Nayantara Ranganathan

Nayantara  manages  the  Freedom of  Expression  programme at  the  Internet  Democracy

Project where she is responsible for the planning, co-ordination,  research and advocacy of

projects  related to freedom of expression issues in  India,  as they relate to gender and the

Internet, net neutrality and surveillance.



John Burgoyary

John Burgoyary is a development professional with over 20 years of experience in the

management and implementation of development projects. He has a wide range of experience

in  the  areas  of  Electoral  Management,  Democratic  Governance,  Gender,  Livelihoods,

Information and Communication Technology for Development (ICTD), Human Rights and

Knowledge Management. During the last 20 years, he has had the opportunity to work with

large  national  and  international  organizations  including  the  United  Nations  (UNDP, UN

Women),  British  Council  and  British  High  Commission,  giving  him  the  experience  of

managing  and  implementing  wide  variety  of  development  projects.

Siddharth Manohar

Siddharth  Manohar  is  currently  a  Research  Fellow  with  Centre  for  Communication

Governance. His areas of interest include free speech, and regulation of online communication

and information markets. He has most recently worked with the Law Commission on behalf of

CCG on the National consultation on Media laws.

V.Sridhar

Dr. V. Sridhar is  Professor  at  the  Centre  for  IT and Public  Policy  at  the International

Institute of Information Technology Bangalore, India. He is the author of two books published

by the Oxford University Press: The Telecom Revolution in India: Technology, Regulation and

Policy (2012),  and  The  Dynamics  of  Spectrum  Management:  Legacy,  Technology,  and

Economics (2014).  Dr. Sridhar  has  taught  at  many Institutions  in  the  USA, Finland,  New

Zealand  and  India.  Prior  to  joining  IIIT-B Dr.  Sridhar  was  a  Research  Fellow at  Sasken

Communication Technologies. He has been a member of Government of India committees on

Telecom and IT. He has written more than 200 articles in prominent business newspapers and

magazines relating to telecom regulation and policy in India. Dr. Sridhar has a Ph.D. from the

University of Iowa, U.S.A. His work can be accessed at: http://www.vsridhar.info.

Jaijit Bhattacharya

Dr. Jaijit Bhattacharya is a noted Governance Transformation expert and Partner at  the

International  Consulting  firm,  KPMG.  He  is  also  Adjunct  Professor  at  IIT  Delhi.  He  is

President of Centre for Digital Economy Policy Research. He is also member of Governing



Senate of IIIT Raipur, Member of Expert Committee for Ease of Doing Business legislation of

Government  of  India,  co-chair  of  Expert  Committee  on  Skill  Development  for  Deity,

Government  of  India  and  Convener  for  Economic  Standards  for  Smart  Cities,  BIS,

Government  of  India.  He has  been  responsible  for  the  creation  of  the  next  generation  of

solutions for governments, based on open standards. Dr. Bhattacharya advises governments on

e-governance strategies. He is deeply involved in Technology Policy making for the Indian

Army  and  has  coined  the  term  “Technological  Sovereignty”,  based  on  which  he  runs  a

National Conclave on Technological Sovereignty for the Indian Army and Centre for Land

Warfare Studies. Dr. Bhattacharya has developed business models and strategies for leading

companies  in  the  IT, media and computer  hardware industries.  He has  numerous research

papers to his credit in leading journals and conferences. He has authored five books on e-

Governance,  including  being  the  co-author  of  the  first  book  on  e-Governance  in  India,

‘Government  On-line  –  Opportunities  and  Challenges’,  published  by  McGraw  Hill  and

released by the then Honourable President of India, Shri Abdul Kalam.

Anirban Sarma

Mr Anirban Sarma is a National Programme Officer (Communication and Information) at

UNESCO New Delhi. He manages UNESCO’s projects on media development and ICTs for

development  in  Bangladesh,  Bhutan,  India,  Maldives  and  Sri  Lanka.  He  was  earlier  a

Supervisor  (Planning)  at  Weber  Shandwick,  the  global  PR and  corporate  communications

consultancy.  He  began  his  career  in  book  publishing  and  has  held  editorial  positions  at

Random House and Anthem Press. He read for a Master’s in Media and Communications at

the London School of Economics, graduating with a Distinction in 2008.

Subhalakshmi Nandi

Subhalakshmi Nandi is a development professional, working for over a decade on issues of

gender  equality,  and  women’s rights  and  empowerment,  and  on  gender  and  development

(GAD), with a focus on CEDAW, Beijing Platform for Action and Convention on Economic,

Social  Cultural  Rights (ESCR).  She currently lead the programme on women's economic

rights and security at the UN Women Office for India, Bhutan, Maldives and Sri Lanka (based

in New Delhi). She has researched and published papers nationally and internationally on the

issue of Self Help Groups (SHGs), microcredit and women’s empowerment. She has also been

an  active  member  of  various  campaigns  and  alliances  in  India  such  as  the  women’s



movements, Right to Food campaign, and the Citizens’ Collective against Sexual Assault. An

area of work she is currently interested in building upon is in addressing the linkages between

increasing violence against women and macroeconomic paradigms.

Benjamin Grubb

Active  in  the  humanitarian  aid  & development  sector, Ben has  managed and led  technical

projects  and R&D initiatives catering specifically to  local  and community media.  A proven

innovator  in  the  field  of  Communication  for  Development  (C4D),  He  is  committed  to

theoretically-informed  communication  praxis  that  facilitates  social  change,  demystifies

technology & is sensitive to the needs of community and context.

Parminder Jeet Singh

Parminder  is  an Executive Director  of IT for Change, an India based NGO in Special

Consultative Status with the ECOSOC. IT for Change is recognized globally for its expertise

on information society issues, especially from a Southern and equity and social justice oriented

standpoint.  Parminder  has  been  an  advisor  to  the  UN  Global  Alliance  on  ICTs  for

Development, He has been a Special Advisor to Chair of the UN Internet Governance Forum.

Later, he has been a civil society member of the UN Commission on Science and Technology

for Development's Working Group on Improvements to the IGF, and also the Working Group

on Enhanced Cooperation. He has been the first elected coordinator of Civil Society Internet

Governance Forum, and a key organiser of the Just Net Coalition, which is a global coalition

of more than 50 organizations and many more individuals advocating a just, egalitarian and

democratic Internet. At India level, he has been involved with many committees and working

groups of the government on ICTs for Development and Internet governance issues. He was

invited to participate at the ministerial level panel at the WSIS, Tunis. He has also participated

in  ministerial  level  and  other  panels  at  Commission  on  Science  and  Technology  for

Development meetings. He has written many papers and articles on ICTs for development and

Internet governance issues. 

Anita Gurumurthy

Anita Gurumurthy is a founding member and executive director of IT for Change. She also



serves  on  the  Board  of  ISIS  International-  Manila,  the  International  Advisory  Group  of

BRIDGE at IDS Sussex, as advisor to SciDev.net, serves on the National Resource Group of

the  Mahila  Samakhya  women's  empowerment  programme  of  the  Ministry  of  HRD-

Government  of  India,  and is  on the Advisory Group of  Ending VAW: Research on Legal

Remedies  and  Corporate  Policies-a  global  programme  of  APC,  supported  by  the  Dutch

Government's FLOW Fund. Anita has been leading and contributing to many policy related

processes  actively;  she  represented  civil  society  at  the  UN  Internet  Governance  Forum's

closing session, in 2008, and at the WSIS plus 10 review at UNESCO Paris, in February 2013.

She was part of the high level committee of UNESCAP in its Beijing plus 15 process. She has

been actively supporting the work of the UN Rapporteur on Cultural Rights and contributed to

the  UN  Working  Group  On  Discrimination Against  Women.  Anita  also  led  the  political

participation track of the International Working Forum on Women, ICTs and Development,

organised by UNWomen and U.S Secretary of State’s Office of Global Women’s Issues in

2013.

Pragati Mitta

Pragati Mitta is a research intern at IT For Change, working on Internet Governance. She is

currently in her final year of LLB at Campus Law Centre, Faculty of Law, Delhi University.

She graduated in  BA (Hons) History from St.  Stephen's  College,  Delhi  University. She is

deeply passionate about human rights and has previously worked on raising awareness about

caste discrimination and atrocities. Pragati wants to pursue a career in policy and advocacy in

Cyber Law.

Hemant Mallapur

Hemant  Mallapur  is  a  Co-founder  &  VP of  Engineering  at  Saankhya  Labs,  an  innovative

technology startup that develops last-mile wireless broadband equipment and is  India’s first

semiconductor company. Hemant manages development of Base Station & Modem products.

He is an Observer on the Board of Saankhya, a privately-held company funded by Intel Capital.

Hemant holds a B. Tech. from JNTU Hyderabad and has 23 years of industry experience.

He was an early member of Sage Inc. which went IPO on NASDAQ. He was featured in the

annual Innovator List of 2000 by EDN ASIA magazine and holds 4 US patents.

Rajeev Saraf



Dr. Rajeev Saraf is the CEO of Lepton Software Export and Research Pvt. Ltd., which is a

leading global provider of innovative IT solutions and services. He is a graduate from Indian

Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, India with Masters and PhD from Vanderbilt University,

United States. Rajeev co-founded Lepton in 1994 and brings over two decades of unparalleled

industry experience to the organization. In 1999, Rajeev co-founded Manchitra Services, a GIS

products company, and guided the company through the GIS evolution phase in India. 

Bidyut Mohanty

 Bidyut Mohanty, Ph.D (Delhi),  is serving as the Head, Women’s Studies Unit, Institute of

Social  Sciences(ISS),  New Delhi.  For  last  five  years  she  had  been  teaching  as  a  Visiting

Professor  in  the  Global  and  International  Studies,  University  of  California,  Santa  Barbara

(UCSB) in the Spring Quarter. She is a visiting fellow in Orfalea Center, in the Department of

Global and International Studies, UCSB. She was the coordinator of ISS and UNDP project on

Capacity  Building  of  Elected  Women  Leaders  in  Local  Government  in  India  which  was

conducted in seven states and also of the project sponsored by the National Commission on

Protection of Child Rights. She has been coordinating several projects on HIV and AIDS and

role of Panchayats, Trafficking and local government’s new role as well as the Total Sanitation

Scenario-  a  reality  Check,  sponsored  by  UNIFEM (UNWOMEN),  UN AIDS  and  FINISH

through the ISS, respectively. She has also served as a series coordinator as well as series editor

of the proceedings of National Women’s Political Empowerment Day Celebrations from 1995 to

2012. Dr. Mohanty is also a specialist on Famine, Agrarian History and Decentralization Studies

with a focus on Gender, Culture and Development in a comparative perspective between India

and China. She has authored many researched articles in foreign and Indian journals and books. 

Rajesh Chharia

Mr. Rajesh Chharia is the President of the Internet Service Providers Association of India 

(ISPAI). In 1999 Mr. Rajesh started M/s CJ Online Pvt. Ltd., the first Operational Private ISP

on 100% digital platform in Ghaziabad (NCR Town of Delhi) and its adjoining areas. Mr.
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