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Working for progressive social change in the information society ecosystem entails action at two
different levels. On the one hand, development actors need to engage with the governance issues of
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) at the macro-level, engaging with governments
and policy-makers. On the other hand, they have to work at the local level towards empowering
communities through the creation of innovative systems that demonstrate new pathways or show how
alternatives to dominant models can be envisioned.

Prakriye — Centre for Community Informatics and Development, IT for Change's (ITfC) field
centre in Mysore, works with community-based organisations involved with a broad development
agenda, from women’s empowerment to livelihood issues. Prakriye explores ways in which new
information and communication systems can enable more participatory and effective community
development processes, through the capacity building of local partner organisations. The learnings
gained from projects are used to both diffuse knowledge about our work and advocate towards
community-centric and empowerment-oriented Information and Communication Technology for
Development (ICTD) policies.

This year has seen the continuation of our work in the areas of community radio, community video
and community computing in our demonstration project among Mahila Samakhya Karnataka's (MSK),
women's collectives (sanghas), initiated through the Mahiti Manthana (MM) project in Mysore district,
Karnataka. Our work in the area of community informatics and education has been taken forward
through the Kishori Chitrapata (Images by adolescent girls) project.

Sangha dhvani slot, dedicated to success
stories of sangha Mahila
Samakhya (MS) personnel, was expanded, and
the focus shifted from grand achievements
to successes which, however small, have
impacted patriarchal structures in subtle and

Community Radio

During the year 2010-2011, Kelu Sakhi (Listen, O
Friend!), the 'sangha radio', explored new
formats, campaigns, production processes and
ways of engaging with communities.

women and

Until last year, radio programmes were not set
up in any defined physical location, but after
three years of broadcasting, physical space and
time were included in the scenarios, enabling
stories to include unusual characters (e.g. men
or singing mosquitoes) and to take place across
the country. This new process enabled us
to ‘'glamorise’ women's mobility as some
scenarios were set in the Mysore Dasara
festival, in the future or at a fair on the top
of Malai Madeshvara hill. The campaigns
undertaken, such as the gram panchayat
election, recharging ground water or women's
health, were presented through different
aspects and formats, in order to engage the
audience in diverse ways. The scope of the

long-lasting ways. The testimonials have since
included both techniques to climb trees
wearing a sari and challenges encountered in
becoming a sangha member. Additionally, the
kishoris from the Kishori Chitrapata project
were given space to voice their reflections and
concerns on the radio.

The fourth anniversary broadcast of Kelu Sakhi
celebrated women in the public sphere, and was
well received. Women asked for a repeat
broadcast of the programme. Furthermore, the
scope for feedback has increased, and we have
observed a higher number of responses to our
broadcasts from a secondary layer of listeners,
i.e. non-MSK sangha men and women. Feedback
is collected in two ways. At the end of each


















